LEVEL CROSSING 
REMOVAL UPDATE 


Major works have started 


Works are officially underway 
to remove the dangerous and 
congested Melton Highway 
level crossing. Once removed, 
Sydenham will be safer, less 
congested and easier to 

get around. 


You may have noticed crews on site 


with work vehicles, traffic management, 


and safety gear to prepare the area for 
major construction. 


We have removed some light poles 
and other infrastructure from the 
centre of the road, begun relocating 
essential underground services, 
and established barriers to protect 
sensitive plants. 
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We have also set up our site office 
near the level crossing. This will be 
the team’s home base until the project 
finishes in late 2018. 


Works will start soon to build a 

new walking and cycling path from 
Overton Lea Boulevard to Sydenham 
Road on the south side of Melton 
Highway, making it easier to get 
around Sydenham. 
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WHAT WE FOUND 


UNDERGROUND 


We have recently done more extensive 


geotechnical investigations to gather 
information about ground conditions 
and soil quality around the 


level crossing. 


Using a non-destructive 
digger, we have identified 

the exact locations of 
electricity, gas, sewage and 
telecommunications services. 


The technique used involves high- 
pressured water and vacuums to 
excavate soil around underground 
utilities without the risk of damaging 
them with a drill. 


Sydenham Road closure 


To allow for construction, Sydenham 
Road was closed at Melton Highway in 
late February. This allowed us to set 
up our site office, as well as to protect 
utility services that run through the 
area, and to enable safe construction 
of the bridge. 


During construction, access to 
Sydenham Road from Melton Highway 
will be via Overton Lea Boulevard and 
Trickey Avenue. Please drive carefully 
through the detour route and past the 
construction site. 


When the project is complete, Victoria 

Road and Sydenham Road will become 
one road under the bridge, and Melton 
Highway will be accessible from a new 
two-way service road on the north side 
of the highway. 


Bus stops on 
Melton Highway 


All bus services will continue to run as 
normal along Melton Highway. 


To make way for construction, the bus 
stops next to the level crossing near 
the old Sydenham Railway Station have 
been closed. 


The bus stop outside Fernwood Gym on 
Melton Highway servicing Routes 460, 
462 and 476 has also been temporarily 
relocated to just past the Caltex service 
station. For customers using Route 
425, the nearest bus stop is 200m 
south on Overton Lea Boulevard. 


Temporary 
pathway closure 


We have closed some pedestrian 
crossings on Melton Highway near the 
level crossing for safety reasons. 


Pedestrians are being redirected to 
cross Melton Highway at the traffic 
lights at McCubbin Drive and Overton 
Lea Boulevard. 


These closures will allow us to safely 
lay the foundations for the new 
bridge. Extensive signage is in place 
to notify cyclists and pedestrians of 
these closures. 


Victoria Road and Sydenham Road 
will become one road under the 
bridge, and Melton Highway will 
be accessible from a new two-way 
service road on the north side 

of the highway. 


Other news 


Stakeholder liaison group 


A stakeholder liaison group has been set up to ensure we 
are hearing directly from representatives of the community 
during construction. 


The group, chaired by Member for Sydenham, Natalie 
Hutchins, will continue to meet regularly with the project 
team to provide a local perspective on project issues, 
particularly in relation to minimising impacts on the local 
community during construction. 


Keep an eye out on the LXRA website, Facebook page and 
Twitter feed for information about our upcoming community 
information pop-ups. 


Project timeline 


January - March 2017 


e geotechnical works around the level crossing 
e initial investigatory works and surveying 


e start maintenance work on 
underground services 


e establish construction site near 
the level crossing 


e begin preparatory works between 
Victoria Road and McCubbin Drive 


April - May 2017 
e build bridge foundations 


e temporarily widen the north of Melton 
Highway, relocate services, install 
temporary traffic signals, shift the level 
crossing slightly to the north 


e modify service road between Overton Lea 
Boulevard and Victoria Road to provide 
two-way access 


e begin building a new walking and cycling path 
from Overton Lea Boulevard to Sydenham 
Road on the south side of Melton Highway 


©) Mid 2017 


e two lanes of traffic in each direction will be 
switched to the north of Melton Highway 
over the temporary level crossing 


e construction of the bridge on the south side 
of Melton Highway will commence [stage 
one works] 


(_) Late 2017 


e completion of Stage One bridge 
and road works 


e two lanes of traffic in each direction will 
switch over to the new bridge on the south 
side of Melton Highway 


e removal of the Melton Highway level crossing 


e construction of the bridge on the north side 
of Melton Highway (stage two works] 


C) 2018 


e construction of north side of bridge continues 


e Sydenham and Victoria roads are joined 
under the bridge 


e landscaping and under-bridge paving works 


() Late 2018 


e project completion 


Communicating 
with us 


You can call us on 1800 762 667 
(24 hours, seven days) to ask 
questions or discuss any issues. 


To keep up to date with 
upcoming works, changes to 
traffic conditions, or for more 
information about the project, 
you can visit our website or 
sign up for email updates at 
levelcrossings.vic.gov.au/ 
subscribe 


Regular newsletters and 
notification letters will also be 
distributed to the local area to 
ensure you are kept up to date 
as the project progresses. 


What's next? 


Over the coming months, you may notice low-level construction 
noise. We will keep disruptions to an absolute minimum, but some 
noise is inevitable on a major construction project of this size. 


Gas and sewer works 


Works coming up include strengthening the sewage network near Taylors Creek, 
and shifting gas pipes out of the way on Overton Lea Boulevard. Some of these 
works will be done overnight to reduce disruption to traffic and businesses. 


We will have work crews, machinery and traffic management staff working near 
the level crossing on Melton Highway, as well as on the Melton Highway service 
road, Overton Lea Boulevard, Victoria Road and Sydenham Road. 


Laying the bridge foundations 


In the months ahead, we will start to install the first stage of concrete foundations 
(known as piles], to enable construction of the new bridge. 


Due to the nature of construction activities and their proximity to busy traffic on 
Melton Highway, some of the works will be carried out at night when there is less 
traffic, creating a safer environment for motorists and workers. Where this Is the 
case, those affected will be notified in advance and advised about the impacts. 
These disruptions will be minimised as much as possible. 


Temporary lane closures will be required in both directions on Melton Highway 
to allow these works to occur, but the highway will stay open throughout the vast 
majority of construction. 


We will inform residents in the area of specific dates as soon as they 
become available. 
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CONTACT US 


Follow us on social media 
@levelcrossings 
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@ contact@levelcrossings.vic.gov.au 
@ 1800 762 667 


© Level Crossing Removal Authority 
GPO Box 4509, Melbourne VIC 3001 


WY Translation service - For languages other 
taga than English, please call 9280 0780. 


Please contact us if you would like this 
information in an accessible format. 


LXRA0579 


